
Key Findings: Sources of litter
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Litter on roads and highways is  
the result of individual actions. 
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Along U.S. roadways cigarette butts, 
discarded improperly by motorists 
and pedestrians, are the most fre-
quently identified item.
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More on reverse side...
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Off the roads, most litter  
is improperly discarded  
at “transition points.”
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Storm drains, loading docks, recreation areas, construction sites, 
and retail districts are also areas where litter collects—mostly 
smaller items like cigarette butts, confection, and paper.
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