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What is AdoptWhat is Adopt--AA--Spot?Spot?What is AdoptWhat is Adopt--AA--Spot?Spot?
Cleaning up our public Cleaning up our public 

fi tifi tiareas five or more times areas five or more times 
per year for two years or per year for two years or 
moremore
V l t i t th tiV l t i t th tiVolunteering at the time Volunteering at the time 
& place of your choice& place of your choice
Being recognized for Being recognized for 
o r ol nteer ser iceo r ol nteer ser iceyour volunteer serviceyour volunteer service

Receiving support & Receiving support & 
encouragement from encouragement from 
dedicated city staffdedicated city staffdedicated city staffdedicated city staff
Performing a valuable Performing a valuable 
community servicecommunity service



Why Adopt a Spot?Why Adopt a Spot?Why Adopt a Spot?Why Adopt a Spot?

Y C bY C bYou Care about You Care about 
HamptonHampton
You Want to Make You Want to Make 
a Statementa Statementa Statementa Statement
You Want to You Want to 
Prevent LitterPrevent Litter
Y W t t H lY W t t H lYou Want to Help You Want to Help 
Our Waterways & Our Waterways & 
the Chesapeake the Chesapeake 
BayBay
You Want to You Want to 
Provide an Provide an 
Important Important 
Community ServiceCommunity ServiceCommunity ServiceCommunity Service



But WHY AdoptBut WHY Adopt--AA--Spot?Spot?But WHY AdoptBut WHY Adopt--AA--Spot?Spot?

K A i B if l IK A i B if l IKeep America Beautiful, Inc. Keep America Beautiful, Inc. 
research:research:

Litt litt iLitt litt iLitter encourages littering Litter encourages littering 
behavior.behavior.
People litter more in areas thatPeople litter more in areas thatPeople litter more in areas that People litter more in areas that 
are not “owned” or cared about are not “owned” or cared about 
by someone.by someone.
S l thi k th tS l thi k th tSome people think that Some people think that 
someone is paid to pick up litter, someone is paid to pick up litter, 
so why not litter?so why not litter?



More on WHY AdoptMore on WHY Adopt--AA--
Spot…Spot…

K A i B if l IK A i B if l IKeep America Beautiful, Inc. Keep America Beautiful, Inc. 
research:research:

Litter decreases property valuesLitter decreases property valuesLitter decreases property valuesLitter decreases property values
Over 51 BILLIONOver 51 BILLION pieces of litter pieces of litter 
fall on US roadways each year, fall on US roadways each year, 
6 729 items per mile6 729 items per mile6,729 items per mile6,729 items per mile
Plastic litter has increased by Plastic litter has increased by 
165%165% since the 1970ssince the 1970s
Motorists and pedestrians Motorists and pedestrians 
contribute nearly 70% of the litter contribute nearly 70% of the litter 
on our roadwayson our roadwayson our roadwayson our roadways



Again  WHY AdoptAgain  WHY Adopt--AA--Spot?Spot?Again, WHY AdoptAgain, WHY Adopt--AA--Spot?Spot?

A i lA i l 8080 ffApproximately Approximately 80 percent 80 percent of of 
all litter in coastal all litter in coastal 
communities end up in communities end up in 
waterways.waterways.

Each littered cigarette butt Each littered cigarette butt 
can contaminate two gallonscan contaminate two gallonscan contaminate two gallons can contaminate two gallons 
of water enough that 80 of water enough that 80 
percent of the “water fleas”  percent of the “water fleas”  
(Daphnia) in it dies(Daphnia) in it dies
Why care?  They are the Why care?  They are the 
favorite food of some of our favorite food of some of our 
favorite foods  favorite foods  



But WHY AdoptBut WHY Adopt--AA--Spot?Spot?But WHY AdoptBut WHY Adopt--AA--Spot?Spot?

Nationwide, about Nationwide, about 50 percent 50 percent of people of people 
admit to littering at least once…admit to littering at least once…



How to AdoptHow to Adopt--AA--SpotSpotHow to AdoptHow to Adopt--AA--SpotSpot

Take the First Step: Take the First Step: 
Download application from Download application from pppp
www.hampton.gov/hccc/aaswww.hampton.gov/hccc/aas
Ask for application through Volunteer Form Ask for application through Volunteer Form 
at at www.hampton.gov/hcccwww.hampton.gov/hccc
EE--mail mail hccc@hampton.govhccc@hampton.gov
Call 727Call 727--11301130



AdoptAdopt--AA--Spot ApplicationSpot Application
In HandIn Hand

Review program Review program 
description.description.
If d id f itIf d id f itIf you need ideas for a site, If you need ideas for a site, 
request the Adoptrequest the Adopt--AA--Spot Spot 
listlistlist.list.
If you know where you If you know where you 
want to adopt, submitwant to adopt, submitwant to adopt, submit want to adopt, submit 
signed application by       signed application by       
ee--mail, fax, or mail.mail, fax, or mail.



Next Step: Plan Your First Next Step: Plan Your First 
CleanupCleanup

S l t d t d ti th t k fS l t d t d ti th t k fSelect a date and time that works for Select a date and time that works for 
your group.your group.
Determine about how many people will Determine about how many people will 
participateparticipateparticipate.participate.
Request supplies by web page, eRequest supplies by web page, e--mail, mail, 
or phoneor phone——allow five working days for allow five working days for 
request.request.qq

Supplies include safety vests, litter Supplies include safety vests, litter 
grabbers, work gloves, trash bags, and grabbers, work gloves, trash bags, and 
cigarette butt counters (upon request)cigarette butt counters (upon request)

Pick up supplies from HCCC OfficePick up supplies from HCCC OfficePick up supplies from HCCC Office.Pick up supplies from HCCC Office.
Clean up spot.Clean up spot.
Return supplies & report.Return supplies & report.pp ppp p



What Happens at a What Happens at a 
Cleanup?Cleanup?

P i i hP i i hParticipants meet at the Participants meet at the 
planned gathering location, planned gathering location, 
in a parking lot or other offin a parking lot or other off--
street locationstreet location
SAFETY FIRST SAFETY FIRST –– Before Before 
equipment is distributed aequipment is distributed aequipment is distributed a equipment is distributed a 
safety briefing is conductedsafety briefing is conducted
Equipment is distributed, all Equipment is distributed, all 

l f dl f dvolunteers for a roadway volunteers for a roadway 
cleanup are required to cleanup are required to 
wear safety vestswear safety vests



What Happens at a What Happens at a 
Cleanup? Cleanup? (continued)(continued)

Volunteers pick up litter, tie the Volunteers pick up litter, tie the 
bags when full, and leave three bags when full, and leave three 
or more bags per pile foror more bags per pile foror more bags per pile for or more bags per pile for 
collection by Hampton Parks & collection by Hampton Parks & 
Recreation staffRecreation staff

OROR
At schools, parks, or in At schools, parks, or in 
neighborhoods bags areneighborhoods bags areneighborhoods bags are neighborhoods bags are 
disposed of in dumpsters or disposed of in dumpsters or 
volunteers’ garbage cans.volunteers’ garbage cans.



What Happens at a What Happens at a 
Cleanup? Cleanup? (continued)(continued)

Supplies are collected from the Supplies are collected from the 
volunteers.volunteers.
Organizers return cleanup Organizers return cleanup 
supplies and report form to supplies and report form to 
HCCC office on the next workingHCCC office on the next workingHCCC office on the next working HCCC office on the next working 
day.  day.  
Reports can also be filed onlineReports can also be filed onlineReports can also be filed online Reports can also be filed online 
by going to: by going to: 
www.hampton.gov/hccc/aas_cleanup_report.phpwww.hampton.gov/hccc/aas_cleanup_report.phpp g p p p pp g p p p p



What’s NextWhat’s NextWhat s NextWhat s Next
After your second cleanup, a sign After your second cleanup, a sign 
recognizing your contribution willrecognizing your contribution willrecognizing your contribution will recognizing your contribution will 
be placed as close to your Spot be placed as close to your Spot 
as possible.as possible.

If you took photos of your If you took photos of your 
cleanup, HCCC would welcome cleanup, HCCC would welcome 
them for slide presentations andthem for slide presentations andthem for slide presentations and them for slide presentations and 
to send to news sources.to send to news sources.

Representatives of your group Representatives of your group p y g pp y g p
will be invited to the annual will be invited to the annual 
Volunteer Recognition Dinner in Volunteer Recognition Dinner in 
OctoberOctoberOctober.October.



What If Picking Up Litter What If Picking Up Litter 
Isn’t Enough?Isn’t Enough?

Many volunteers want to do more to preventMany volunteers want to do more to preventMany volunteers want to do more to prevent Many volunteers want to do more to prevent 
litter.litter.

What other groups have done:What other groups have done:

Analyzed & reported litter patterns in their Analyzed & reported litter patterns in their 
areaarea

Extended volunteer invitation to related Extended volunteer invitation to related 
groupsgroupsgroupsgroups

Developed educational programs based on Developed educational programs based on 
their Adopttheir Adopt--AA--Spot experienceSpot experience

C t ib t d l ttC t ib t d l ttContributed poems, songs, essays, letters Contributed poems, songs, essays, letters 
to the editor, and other educational to the editor, and other educational 
materials to HCCC and the communitymaterials to HCCC and the community

Read stories to elementary school childrenRead stories to elementary school childrenRead stories to elementary school childrenRead stories to elementary school children



What Are the Results of the What Are the Results of the 
AdoptAdopt--AA--Spot Program?Spot Program?

I h fiI h fi 2 032 03 llIn the past five years, In the past five years, 25,70325,703 volunteers volunteers 
have cleaned up have cleaned up 14,40014,400 bags of litterbags of litter

Up toUp to 175 000175 000 pounds might have gone into thepounds might have gone into theUp to Up to 175,000175,000 pounds might have gone into the pounds might have gone into the 
waterways or made in there already!waterways or made in there already!
814,315814,315 cigarette butts have been cleaned up cigarette butts have been cleaned up ––g pg p
reducing contaminated water by reducing contaminated water by 
1.6 million gallons1.6 million gallons

255255 public areas in Hampton have beenpublic areas in Hampton have been255255 public areas in Hampton have been public areas in Hampton have been 
cleaned five or more times per year in the cleaned five or more times per year in the 
past five years!past five years!



AdoptAdopt--AA--SpotSpotAdoptAdopt--AA--SpotSpot
Action:    Action:    Doing something Doing something g gg g
GOOD for HamptonGOOD for Hampton

Impact:Impact: Making a real Making a real 
difference in our city’s anddifference in our city’s anddifference in our city’s and difference in our city’s and 
our world’s environmentour world’s environment

Education:    Education:    Teaching Teaching gg
people on your team as well people on your team as well 
as the people who pass by as the people who pass by 
as you cleanas you cleanas you cleanas you clean

Satisfaction:Satisfaction: Knowing you Knowing you 
did something great!did something great!



AdoptAdopt--AA--SpotSpotAdoptAdopt--AA--SpotSpot

W h ’ll j i !W h ’ll j i !We hope you’ll join us!We hope you’ll join us!


