
2011 Clean City Awards 
 
The Hampton Clean City Commission Environmental Excellence Awards are named after 
extraordinary Hamptonians who made a tremendous difference in Hampton’s 
environment within the Clean City Commission’s mission of improving the physical 
environment of Hampton.   
 
The Bert Carr Litter Prevention Award was named for former chair and longtime 
Adopt-A-Spot advocate Bert Carr, who was the Chair of the Hampton Clean City 
Commission from 1990 to 2000 and who zealously promoted keeping Hampton clean 
and beautiful through the Adopt-A-Spot program.   
 

This year’s Bert Carr Award winner is Andrea Berndt.  The point person for two 
Adopt-A-Spot groups since 2004, Andrea coordinated the Elizabeth Lake Estates Garden 
Club cleanups on Woodland Road and the Elizabeth Lake Morning Walkers throughout 
the Elizabeth Lake Estates neighborhood.  She also led her neighbors in waterway 



cleanups throughout this time as well, working to clean up the areas around the 
Hampton River that goes through the neighborhood.  She is a veteran composter, 
recycling leaves, plant and organic materials to enrich the soil.  She has a rain barrel to 
collect water for her plants.  She also raises oysters through the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation’s oyster gardening program to help clean up the bay.  She has included 
environmental education in club meetings, neighborhood meetings, the neighborhood 
newsletter and other venues to encourage Elizabeth Lake Estates to be clean and 
green. 
 
The Harriet Storm Environmental Education Award was named in honor of 
Harriet Nachman Storm, a member of the Hampton Clean City Commission Board from 
1994 – 2002 and 2004 through her death in September 2010.  She served as Chair 
from 1998 to 2002.  Harriet was a tireless advocate for the Clean City Commission, to 
City Council as well as to the public.   
 

This year’s Harriet Storm Award winner is Shirley Boyd, who has been an integral part 
of environmental education in Hampton for more than a decade.  She was appointed to 
the Hampton Clean City Commission board by City Council  from 2002 - 2010, has 
served as Beautification Committee Chair, a member of the Litter Awareness 



Committee, and a member of the Finance subcommittee of the board.  Shirley is a 
Master Gardener, a Master Gardener Tree Steward, a Master Gardener Water Steward, 
and a Master Naturalist.  She was the Conservation Chair for her woman’s club, chair of 
the Conservation Department for the Tidewater District General Federation of Women's 
Clubs of Virginia, and a member of the Hampton Land Conservancy.  Through these 
connections she has reached out to thousands of Hampton residents and beyond, 
carrying the message of “greenness” throughout the Peninsula.  She has helped 
coordinate a number of litter-free events through her connections with Relay for Life 
and the Peninsula Pathfinders.   
 
The Mary Jo Hogge Water Quality Award was named for Mary Jo Hogge, a 
member of the Hampton Clean City Commission Board from 1988 - 1996.  Her special 
love was the coastal beauty of Hampton, and she worked tirelessly to educate citizens 
about the importance of our coastal environment.  Mary Jo initiated the first Hampton 
Coastal Conference in October 1990 and implemented succeeding efforts in the next 
few years.  She passed away in 1998 and was active in coastal awareness advocacy to 
the end.  
 
This year’s Mary Jo Hogge Award winner is Carol King.  Carol became a Master 
Gardener in 2005 and added Tree Steward to her titles since then, becoming a one-
woman environmental force.  Everything she does touches water quality in some way.  
She is the “mother” of the Bluebird Gap Farm Arboretum which has the purpose of 
showcasing trees, shrubs, and native plants that work well in our area and are good for 
our waterways.  She developed the plan for it, raised donated plants and funds for it, 
and coordinated the efforts of hundreds of volunteers in planting and maintaining it.  
She is in demand as a public speaker representing the Master Gardeners and their 
message good horticultural practices equaling good environmental health. She was a 
key figure in evaluating the impact of biochar on area soils and encouraged others to 
join in the effort.  She also makes house calls to Hampton residents to help diagnose 
problems and suggest greener ways of gardening.   
 



The 2011 Clean & Green Business of the Year is SKF Lubrication Systems, 
whose operating philosophy is “Beyond Zero”, not only to reduce negative 
environmental impacts but to have positive environmental impacts.  In addition to the 
usual cardboard, paper, and plastic bottles, SKF recycles oily water, computer 
equipment, scrap metal, grease, shredded paper, batteries, and paint waste.  The 
company’s commitment extends beyond the environment to projects to help people 
around the world through their Community Care efforts. 
 



The winners of the 2011 Yard of the Year Award are Alicia and David DeBose, 
who live at 40 Wills Way.  These residents have created a personal landscape that 
has plenty of curb appeal, with redbud and a variety of foliage colors and textures in 
the front.  In the back birdhouses, trellises, vegetable garden, and wildlife-friendly 
plants are nurtured by the DeBose’s compost and well. 
 
The Clean City Awards recognize those citizens, organizations, and workplaces that go 
well beyond the average enthusiasm that is common among clean city advocates in 
Hampton.  They give their whole hearts to making Hampton a cleaner and greener city.  
The following Clean City Award winners are no exception. 
 



The Buckroe Improvement League cleans various sites in the Buckroe area on a 
regular basis, not as an Adopt-A-Spot program participant, but simply as a gift to their 
community.  They participate enthusiastically in the annual waterway cleanup events, 
Clean the Bay Day and International Coastal Cleanup.  They also painted a Buckroe 
business to help beautify the area.  They promote the Buckroe Beach Arts in the Park 
and Buckroe Boogaloo. 
 



Kendyl Crawford is a Hampton University senior and HCCC environmental education 
intern, serving from Winter 2010 through the present.  She visited classrooms and 
after-school programs with environmental education and cleanup activities that children 
responded to warmly and teachers appreciated.  She initiated Hampton University's 
Marine and Environmental Science Club participation in EarthFest 2010 and their 
coordination of Teen Environmental Conference 2011; in fact, Kendyl was took the lead 
in implementing the conference.  She supported Howmet Casting's Make An Impact 
competition in Hampton with school visits and activities.  Her efforts set an example for 
young people in terms of both caring and acting on their concerns. 
 



Individuals among the Hampton Shores Neighbors have pulled together to make 
their community cleaner and more beautiful through hands-on work throughout the 
year.   They clean up litter, sweep sidewalks and gutters, rake leaves, maintain 
flowerbeds, edge their own sidewalks and sometimes those of others, and take care of 
neighbors' houses.  Theirs is an exemplar of neighborliness and caring. 
 



The Hampton Veterans Affairs Medical Center  implemented a wide-ranging 
recycling program, actively seeks energy saving measures on an ongoing basis, 
reducing use of chemicals in cleaning, and participate in and support various 
environmental education efforts 
 



Active participants in AAS program since 2006, the Iuliano Family implemented three 
spot adoptions, and through work initiated two additional spots.  Members have 
participated in litter index and supported volunteer recognition dinner with volunteers. 
As a family they have made Hampton a cleaner and greener city. 
 



Betsy McAllister is a science teacher at Spratley Gifted Center who integrates 
environmental education into curriculum, coordinates an extracurricular ecology club, is 
dedicated to outdoor classrooms, school beautification, cleanup (including waterways), 
and recycling efforts. She has written numerous grant applications fund projects and 
educational efforts 
 



 



Melanie Paul initiated and implemented "Pets for a Cleaner & Greener Hampton" with 
her pet therapy dog, Molly, and visited several schools and after-school programs with 
the "Pets…” campaign.  She is an active participant in Litter Awareness Committee and 
volunteers for the Beautification Committee.  She staffs displays, and donates plants to 
HCCC and schools. 
 

Sandy Bottom Nature Park staff members participate in a variety of green 
community education efforts, including supporting environmental festivals, hosting rain 
barrel and other environmental education programs, distributing pet waste bags, and 
supporting a variety of community environmental efforts.  They also keep Sandy Bottom 
squeaky clean and enforce litter laws at the park. 
 
Rolland Schattschneider, long supporter of cigarette litter prevention efforts, 
continued his work with a second concurrent spot adoption and the production of a 
booklet about cigarette litter prevention. 
 
The Green School Awards recognize no more than five schools that develop 
environmental programs and activities in six areas: litter prevention, environmental 
education within the classrooms and in extracurricular activities, school beautification, 
environmental leadership through related clubs, and energy and water conservation. 



 

Armstrong School for the Arts held Adopt-A-Spot collections the first Friday of each 
month and additionally spring and fall school grounds cleanups that included all of the 
school family, students, faculty, staff, parents, and community members.  The school 
collected recyclables from every grade level through the Hampton Schools Recycle 
program, and the SCA managed the program.  The major environmental campaign of 
the school year was an Earth Day campaign.  The school hosted Hampton Naturally  
assembly, a planting of old species of trees purchased with funds raised by students, an 
Earth Day art exhibit, and an Earth Day Pledges campaign.  Students and staff 
rejuvenated the kindergarten outdoor classroom.  Several extracurricular groups 
participated in school cleanups, and the Girl Power Club participated in the Clean the 
Bay Day and International Coastal cleanups.  Energy conservation was one of the 
focuses of the Earth Day Campaign. 
 



Bur
bank Elementary School had an active Ecology Club that picked up litter bi-weekly 
as part of their regular meetings. The rest of the student body joined in during the 
month of May. The whole school participated in the Hampton Schools Recycle program, 
filling two 100-gallon toters for the bi-weekly recycling collection.  The environmental 
education at the school took place primarily in extracurricular activities, aside from SOL-
related lessons in the school.  Keep Burbank Beautiful held a school-wide beautification 
day that included the entire school family and community members.  Resource 
conservation efforts included learning about energy conservation through “lights out” 
and precycling (resisting over-packaged items and looking for environmentally friendly 
products) campaigns. 
 



Spratley Gifted Center held quarterly cleanups of the school grounds led by the 4th 
and 6th graders and including approximately 200 students.  The school had an active 
recycling program that included using both the Hampton Schools Recycle containers 
and the recycling dumpster at the school.  Environmental education was integrated into 
science lessons in grades 3 through 8.  Elementary and most middle school teachers 
received training in several national curricula, including Project Learning Tree and 
others.  The school worked very hard to establish wildlife habitats in the courtyards of 
the school, with rain barrels and buffer plantings to help city water quality improvement 
efforts.  One courtyard is planned to be a serenity garden for student and staff.  The 
beautification efforts included help from the community that included the military, local 
businesses, and parents as well as staff and students.  The Spratley Ecology Club 
includes students from every grade level in the school.  Resource conservation efforts 
included participation in quite a few local and national campaigns regarding water 
quality and recycling.  
 



Tucker-Capps Elementary School’s litter cleanup effort was led by the Ecology Club 
and the afterschool and summer playground participants.  The school’s Hampton 
Schools Recycle program was led by the recycling club, and all offices and classrooms 
participated, filling five toters biweekly.  Environmental education efforts were part of 
the curriculum pacing guide requirements.  Both the PTA and the USS Kearsage helped 
with school beautification efforts.  In addition to the Ecology and Recycling Clubs, the 
Heifer International Club members collected aluminum cans to fund a donation to help 
buy farm animals for families in developing countries.  The school focused on thrifty use 
of paper towels to teach resource conservation. 
 



Three schools were so close to winning the Green School Award that we decided to 
honor them with Honorable Mention Awards.  They are:  Andrews School, Asbury 
Elementary School, and Forrest Elementary School 
 
 



The Golden Litter Stick Awards were instituted to recognize the efforts of individual 
and group participants in the Adopt-A-Spot program who provide extraordinary service 
to the city by cleaning their spots 20 or more times each year, nearly bi-weekly or more 
often. The 2011 Golden Litter Stick Award winners are: 

• Elizabeth Lake Morning Walkers (166 cleanups) 

• Marilyn Burney (87 cleanups) 

• Tidemill Machen Community Association with Machen Elementary Green Team 
(70 cleanups) 

• Rolland Schattschneider (two areas, 30/26) 

• Hampton Citizens Police Academy Alumni Volunteers (55 cleanups) 

• Jackie Cannan (33 cleanups) 

• Wesley United Methodist Church (26 cleanups) 

• Tammy Trietch (23 cleanups) 

• Sons of Confederate Veterans (20 cleanups) 



 

The Extra Mile Awards were instituted to recognize the Adopt-A-Spot participants 
who cleaned up at least 6 times a year up to 19 times a year.  Next year, the Extra Mile 
Awards will be granted to those who clean up 8 to 19 times per year. 

• Kecoughtan High School Science Club (19 cleanups) 

• Elizabeth Lake Estates Garden Club (13 cleanups) 

• Jack Rezabek (13 cleanups) 

• Corlease Sills (13 cleanups) 

• Fladger Family (12 cleanups) 

• Tyler/Seldendale Community Improvement Task Force (12 cleanups) 

• Langley Air Force Base HQ ACC Command Section (9 cleanups) 

• Jim & Margaret Bartlett (7 cleanups) 

• Exchange Club of Wythe (7 cleanups) 



• Inner Circle (7 cleanups) 

• Iota Phi Theta, Gamma Omega Chapter (7 cleanups) 

• LaCrosse Memorial Presbyterian Church (7 cleanups) 

• Molly Lake Chronicles (Sam Endicott) (7 cleanups) 

• Parker Family (7 cleanups) 

• Buckroe Civic Association (6 cleanups) 

• Langley Air Force Base Honor Guard (6 cleanups) 

• Phoebus United Methodist Men (6 cleanups) 

• Robert E. Seger (6 cleanups) 

• The Bocka Family (6 cleanups) 

• East Hampton Neighborhood Association (6 cleanups) 
 
 


